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Letter to a European Peer — From Independence to Freedom
Greetings, my European peer,

| am writing to you from Georgia — a beautiful country that has been striving for freedom for many
years. A country that has walked a long and difficult road toward independence. | want to share with you a
story that lives deep in the hearts of all of us — the generation born in an independent Georgia. | will take
you through our past and show you that my nation is a nation of fighters — people who have always longed
for and continue to seek a better future.

The history of our country is marked by countless struggles for freedom. For centuries, the Georgian
people have yearned for independence. In recent times, this journey has taken on even greater significance.
Georgia’s path to independence has never been easy. The decades spent under Soviet rule were not just a
loss of physical independence, but also a time of suppressed thought, speech, and faith. On May 26, 1918,
Georgia was declared an independent state for the first time.

Dear friend, while we now celebrate this day as our Independence Day, few truly understand the
immense pain our ancestors endured to win that moment. They fought hard and sacrificed much to achieve
that milestone. Though our nation was deeply wounded, we pressed on. Yes — we continued forward,
caring for and honoring the places that hold our roots, our land and heritage. This deep connection reflects
our respect and gratitude for those who risked their lives for our freedom. That is why May 26 is so
meaningful to us — Georgians have never forgotten the sweetness of freedom and are determined to
preserve it.

April 9, 1989, was another turning point — a day when peaceful protestors were met with tanks and
tear gas. That day, lives were lost — people who only asked to be free. In 1991, Georgia once again declared
independence, but this was only the beginning. Real independence comes through struggle — and we are
still on that path today.

After gaining independence, our country faced many hardships: wars in Abkhazia and South Ossetia,
thousands of internally displaced people, deep economic crisis, corruption, fear, and uncertainty. Yet these
challenges made us stronger. Today’s generation in Georgia sees the future differently. We think more
freely, we value our core principles, and we seek to discover freedom within ourselves — freedom that goes
beyond mere political independence. These hardships opened the door to a bigger question: What does it
truly mean to be free?

In seeking the answer, we often recall the words of a great Georgian writer and public figure, llia
Chavchavadze: “Homeland, Language, Faith.” These three words remind us that the essence of freedom is
not just physical independence, but values. Homeland means loving and taking responsibility for your
country. Language is the backbone of our identity — it unites us. And faith is the freedom to believe and to
live with dignity, respecting the beliefs of others.

My peers and | are the generation that has come to understand these words in a new light. For us,
independence is not just a political status. Freedom means the ability to think, speak, choose, identify, and
believe freely. Freedom means being able to learn critical thinking in school, to have our own voice, and to
take action. It means being able to participate in civic life, volunteer, create projects, and protest against
injustice.

Today, Georgia is independent — but the journey to full and lasting freedom is not yet complete. It
is up to us, the younger generation, to understand that we have the power to shape this country and make



it a better place to live. Our nation still fights today. We want to be part of Europe, part of the global
community. We want Georgia to be not only an independent state by name, but a truly strong and
sovereign country.

Georgia is a small nation with a great history. Over the centuries, it has faced many adversaries, yet
it still stands. May 26 is a symbol for our people, for me, and for all Georgians. Our mission is to protect and
preserve our independence through action, education, and love. If we — today’s youth, you, me, and our
friends — do not study our history and defend our language from harm, then one day, our homeland might
be in danger. But | believe our country will look toward a brighter future and become part of a world where
freedom and tolerance are cherished.

Georgia is steadily embracing European values — freedom, equality, justice, and diversity. We are
learning about democracy, embracing civic responsibility, and striving to build the kind of society we want
— one that is just and humane.

| want you, my European friend, to know that our independence is driven by a desire to live by the
values that unite us with you. We are not seeking help as beneficiaries — we seek partnership. We want to
stand beside you as equal friends, building the future together. And | hope that one day, we will meet as
members of the same family — within a free and united Europe.

Thank you for your attention!
With love and respect from Georgia,

Anano Alania



